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MDARC General Meeting 


The meeting was called to order by our 
President Rick Barber WBO6EZI at 8:03. 
Visitors were welcomed with a round of 


applause. 

M/M/S/P That the minutes of the last 
meeting be approved as printed in the 
CARR ER, 

OLD BUSINESS: E.C. still needed. Vice 
apeeident Scott WB6PQM <a tnat the 
September meeti Ing topic will be PACKET 


i be Club ees on. 


radio. Uctober ¥ wi i 
F DO] Jim, KA6IVF reported on Ham 


activity a ing the major fires south of the 
Bay Area. 


OR PRIZES: Scott WBEPQM took over as 
Door Prize Chairman in the absence of Harry 
otyron. 

EDUCATION. Guy, WD6G announced that 
classes for upgrade exams would be Aug. 2nd 
and 3rd. Question Pools were aiso discussed. 


IVL. Guy, WD6G informed us of a Radio Shack — 


filter that he highly recomends for solving 
TVI problems. 
FIELD DAY: Jim, KE6RV reported on our Field 
Day activity giving special recognition to 
Scott WB6PQM for his work in setting up. Jim 
Said that a great time was had by all. 
SOCIAL CHAIRMAN: Vicki, N6KLS announced a 
trip to the Kruge winery. 
PARKY NET: Still going strong reported Parky 
KEIMV. 
MEMBERSHIP: Jim, KAGIVF reported that we 
are pushing 200 mernbers. 
MBDARC NET. Continues to grow, 
people checking in all the time. 
After a short break for coffee and cookies the 
meeting was given over to Gene Rodgers who 
was our speaker for the evening. 
Respectfully Submitted 
Dee Barber, N6EJU 


with new 


Judging from the response from the 
members attending last month's meeting. 
Jean Rodgers talk about the Volunteers in 
Prevention (VIP) program was a huge success. 
One thing that surprised me - happily so - 
was the willingness of Jean and the rest of 
CDF to work with us in our continuing 
attempts to better assist public agencies. 

For those of you who were not able to 
attend. Jean spent quite some time extolling 
the virtues of PACKET radio. These kinds of 
reports are ideally suited for this new 
communications mode. More importantly, they 
free up the CDF circuits for the emergency 
fire traffic. Everyone gains..the line crews 
have better communications and the support 
crews nave a better, faster, and 100% reliable 
communications. 

The best information of the night came 
when Jim House, our resident “expert” 
mentioned that Kantronics has a version out 
for about $200. | did a quick check of the 
"mad money” situation and | have a feeling 
that those of you with PACKET gear will hear 
N6EJU and WB6EZI on the air in the near 
future. 

This month, Vic Cassman (W6OR) will be 
giving us a talk on the largest power 
transmission facilities in the United States. 
Next month, Scott Miles, our Vice-President, 
has lined up an expert on PACKET radio, and 
October is the auction. Mark your calendars 
and let's all show up for what is going to be 
three VERY interesting meetings. 

SEE YOU AT THE MEETINGS... Rick, WB6EZI 


MDARC Board Meeting 


Meeting was calied to order at 7:00 p.m. by 
Rick (WB6EZI). Mary reported on the condition 
of the Club treasury and mentioned some bills 
which had either been paid recently or were 
going to be paid immediately. 

scott discussed the upcoming guest 
speakers for the regular Club meetings in 
August and September. Vic Cassman is 
confirmed for August and, due to numerous 
requests from a number of Club members, a 
talk on PACKET radio is scheduled for 
september. 

The October auction was then discussed 
and suggestions were made for Auction 
Chairman. It was the unanimous hope of the 
Board that John Keibei will be able to return. 
The Christmas party speaker and MC. were 
also discussed. Jim House was asked to 
finalize the directory information and to get 
together with Florence Lortsher so we can 
nave the directory printed during September. 

A discussion of the repeaters and their 
operation revealed that numerous Club 
members had mentioned to both Scott and 
Rick that optimum performance is not being 
achieved. Many remarks indicated that 
coverage is not what it should be from a site 
such as the one we enjoy. Most remarks, 
however, centered around the full utilization 
of the controller and the lack of response to 
the membership by the leadership of the 
Repeater Group. 

Following this discussion, the following 
motion was made, seconded, and passed: 

“The President of the Mt. Diablo A. R. C. 
shall contact the Chairman of the Rocky Ridge 
Repeater Group and shall receive a complete 
set of operating codes and instructions for 
their use.” 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 


Ham Radio Outlet! 
999 Howard Ave. 
Burlingame, CA 94010 
(415) 342-5757 


28I| Telegraph Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94609 
(415) 451-5757 
Hours: 10 AM to 5:30 PM Monday—Saturday 


KENWOQD 
BiG VALUE COMBINATION 
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BUY a TW-4000A for $599.95 
and receive FREE 
A$124,.85 VALUE! 


V5-1 Yoice syninesizer 
TU~4C Tone generator 


MA~4000 Duo-band mobile antenna 


SUMMER'S TOWER Tite 
U.S. Tower (formerly Tristao Towers) 


MA-40 40° Tubular crank-up $549.99 
MA~550 55° Tubular crank-up $899.95 


Try-Ex 


W-51 51° Heavy duty $899.95 
LM-354 51° Heavy duty $1,599.95 


ICOM Specials 

eC), Sale 
IC-R7 1A Receiver S799 98 $629.95 
IC-37A 220 MH2 49900 399,99 


OUR ONLY BUSINESS IS HAM RADIO! 


HAM RARO OLTLET STORES 
ia a yi ie THE | ' ARGENT. 
AMAT? R RAD TO UNVER \ 
IN NORTHERN CAL POR ie a 


EDUCATION CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT 


Another ambitious education program is 
planned for 1985 - 1986. Our classes wil] 
again prepare students for FCC upgrade exams 
From Novice up to Extra Class. The teaching 
crew will probably be the same as last year’s 
with Jay Caldis (KT6Y) teaching Novice CW 
classes as he has for so many fruitful years. 
Here is the schedule: 

DATES: Every Monday evening § starting 
sept.9,1985 

TIMES: 7:00 - 9:00 P.M. 

LOCATION: College Park High School (Wing H 
Number 5 and 6) 201 Viking Drive, Pleasant 
Hill, CA 

For further information contact: Guy Corynen, 
WD66 837-3080 or Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
939-1893. 

A short but successful FCC upgrade 
session was held on Aug. 2 and Aug. 5. Headed 
by Jay (KT6Y), upgrade exams were given in a 
very comfortable country club setting 
provided by Don Protzman K6LXW. We had 
about 90% passing rate with | Extra, | 
Advanced, 2 Novices, and 7 Generals. Guy 
(WD6G) could not attend this one due to 
ilIness, but the new team included in addition 
to Jay and Dick (KT6X), two newcomers, Chuck 
Pattersen (KR6K) ex-president of the DX Club, 
and David Deford KOED, a new Club member. 

The new upgrade exam schedule for 1985 - 
1986 is as follows: 

CODE: 20 wpm (1C) Dec.6,85 Apr 11,Aug 8,86 
6:00pm - 6:45pm. 
CODE: 13 wom (1B) Dec.6,85 Apr 11,Aug 8,86 
6:45pm - 7:50pm. 
WRITTEN General/Tech (3) 
Dec. 6,85 Apr.1 1 Aug.8,86 7:30 - 9:30 pm. 
Advanced (4A) 
Dec. 7,85 Apr.12,Aug.9,86 10:00am - 12:00 
Extra Class (4B) 
Dec.7,85 Apr. 12, Aug.9,86 12:00pm - 2:00 
Guy WD6G 


YOUR CONTRA COSTA HAM HEADQUARTERS 
NOW CARRYING 
YAESU PRODUCTS 
AT 
VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 
CALIFORNIA'S NEWEST AUTHORIZED 


YAESU DEALERSHIP 


The Base Station 


2101 Pacheco St. Concord, CA 94520 
(415) 685-7388 


FOR SALE 


Home for sale, easy quick access to 680 & 
24 freeways, 3 ~ bedrooms, new roof, pool and 
large aluminum covered patio for rear yard 
living, 8 Liquid Amber shade trees, 2 Apple 
trees, Well for sprinkler system, double car 
garage; site includes in-place base for a 
TRI-EX LM-354 self supporting crankup tower 
and open-wire fed dipole strung from 30-foot 
A-frame mounted to north end of house: 
Located at 263 Shady Lane, Walnut Creek, 
owner Doc Humphrey, WA6QVS, (415) 
937-7818 or call Marylen  Rifken, 
(415)933-7100 or (415)837-5632. 
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Renewing 
ARRL MEMBERSHIPS 


Don't forget to renew your ARRL membership 
through the Club. Send us the card and money. 
We foreward to the ARRL and get to keep 
$2:00. 


“CALLING THE HAMS OF THE WORLD" 

By Chris Lewis 

otaff writer for the Tri Valley Herald 
Danville - Inside a green camper tent on the 
summit of Mount Diablo Saturday, the clock 
read 12:35 P.M. Gary Caldwell sat at attention 
in front of a radio transceiver, surrounded by 
clocks, a pencil sharpener and a HI-C berry 
drink. 

"C-Q, C-Q, C-Q. Field day. W-6 Canada 
X-Ray, Field day,” he continued, scribbling 
away on a note pad. 

The amateur radio operator from Concord 
nad just contacted another ‘“ham" in 
saskatchewan, Canada, and exchanged 
identification numbers. 

He was just one of several hams busily 
chatting and tapping out international Morse 
Code on radios inside tents, campers and vans 
on the peak Saturday and Sunday. 

This was Field Day “85 for ham radio buffs 
from the Mount Diablo RAdio Club. They were 
competing with radio clubs across the country 
to see which group could make the most radio 
contacts around the world in 24 hours. The 
contest was sponsored by the Amateur Radio 
Relay League, the largest US. ham radio 
organization. 

Jim Snell assistant coordinator for the 
weekend activities, said Monday he thought 
the club matched last year’s performance 
when it placed first in the state, but he was 
not confident the Club reached its goal of 
being first in the nation. 

"We didn't do as well as we expected. The 
conditions (for receiving and transmitting) 
were not great,” he said. 

Caldwell met his goal of doing his job for 
24 hours straight. 

"I've operated 48 hours without sleep 
several times,” he said nonchalantly. “I've 
been at this (ham radio) for 10 years.“ 

The skill of the ham radio operator can 
make or break a club on Field Day, explained 
Guy Corynen of San Ramon, Field Day 
coordinator for the Club. 

The operator has to be able to transmit a 
message within seconds while also recording 


each transaction by hand. The 
communications log helps the amateur leaque 
determine, probably by December, which club 
won the contest. 

“Unless you have operators that transmit 
in a fraction of a second, you have a 
bottleneck” and messages won't get through, 
said Corynen. 

Strategies for the contest include keeping 
track of atmospheric conditions to determine 
the best direction to send a signal, he said. 
Aid it doesn't hurt to have a 3,840 foot 


mountain peak to broadcast from. 

It's also important to aim the antennae 
toward high population areas, such as 
sacramento, San Jose or Santa Clara. 

But the weekend exercise was more than a 
competition, Corynen explained. 

“The objective here is to demonstrate the 
Capability to respond in a timely manner to 
emergency, he said “If you're good at 
contests, you are very good at communicating 
in an emergency condition. 

“When you want to transmit an emergency 
message during a disaster, messages come in 
to a station at an enormous rate, particularly 
within the first hour,” he added. 

The 250 member local organization prides 
itself on providing communications 
assistance at public events like Fourth of July 
celebrations as well as during disasters. 

The Club also helps coordinate information 
between law enforcement agencies, such as 
the police and the California Department of 
Forestry. Ham operators have more radio 
access than the agencies which are limited to 
one frequency each, said Corynen. 

Corynen said he also hoped Field Day would 
make the public sympathetic to the hams in 
the wake of attenpts by Danville and San 
Ramon to limit the number and height of 
antennae and satellite dishes in those cities. 


“Home instruments will be the backbone of . 


any emergency response. Antennas are a 
critical element of the communications 
system, he said. 

Thanks to the TRI- VALLEY HERALD 


1985 FIELD DAY ANOTHER SUCCESS! 


Cperating on 100% emergency power on top 
oF Mount Diablo, the MDARC Field Day Team 
racked up 2538 Q50's, higher than last year’s 
score. Given that conditions were 
considerably worse this year than last, we 
should be doing better this year than in 1984 
where we came In 8th in the country in our SA 
Category . Well find out officially in 
Kiecember, 

Although every member of our small team 
deserves extraordinary credit, some specific 
achievements should be highlighted. From a 
competition point of view, Gary Caldwell 
(WAOVEF) deserves special mention. His 
outstanding 382 CW and 730 5.5.B. QS0's were 
by far the highest contribution to the contest 
for any band. And he did it all alonelll 
Thanks a lot from the Club, Gary. (Guy) 

From a Social point of view, Jim Snell, 
KEORV, provided a lot of help, from campers 
to pork cutlets, from beer to good company. 
He also worked hard at operating his 15 Meter 
Station, of course, and in organizing the 
entire Fieid Day with me. 

Lauren Styles (WA6CIE) was also very 
helpful in all aspects of the event, and worked 
very hard. The Novice station was a 
successful operation, and! thank Robert Olsen 
NoCPG for his able leadership. No 
interference resulted from our Novice station 
on any band. 

Several others were responsible for 
specific point contributions. Jim House 
(KAGIVF) worked his Packet Station, Don 
Protzman (KOLAW) relayed the 10 messages 
and Mike (N6GOZ) and Don (WONKF?) worked 
amateur 7 V 

Several operators helped us on several 
bands, Vicki (N6éKLS), WBOPQM (Scott), 
NASFET (Jim) and Rick (NGJYZ). 

There were also some disappointments. in 
spite of the best 40 meters antenna in the 
country, (designed by WA6FET) we only got 72 
Cw O50's on 40 meters. Well do better on 
that band next time 


Overall, WOCX did very well this year, and 
its reputation as a Strong Field Day Club 
continued this year. | am sure to have 
forgotten some contributions and | apologize 
for that. Thank you all. 

Guy, WD6G, Field Day Chairman 
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FCC MATTERS - 


The ARRL Letter reports that the FCC has 
again amended the ID rule. By Order released 
May 1, the rule now specifies only that an 
amateur station must not transmit false or 
deceptive signals, nor, for purposes of 
identification, any call sign which has not 
been assigned to it. David Popkin, W2CC, filed 
a petition for reconsideration of the January 
editorial change of 97.121, and pointed out 
that by specifying the circumstances when an 
amateur station may transmit call signs not 
assigned to it, the rule implied that all other 
uses of another call sign would be 
unauthorized. The Commission agreed, and 
has now clarified that rule. (/ think) 
Thanks LARK’ 
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NEW WARC BAND: The 24 mHz or 12 Meter 
band was released to US Amateurs at O00] 
UTC on 22 June 1985. The 10 mHz or 350 Meter 
became permanent at the same time. Fuli 
power (1500 Watts PEP output) is authorized 
in the 24 mHz band, 24.890 to 24990 mHz. 
The subband 24.890 to 24.930 mHz is limited 
to CW and RTTY only. CW, phone, FAX, and SST 
will be permitted in the subband 24.9350 to 
24.990 mHz. (TNX ARRL Letter, May 9,1985) 
and R.A.1.N. Humboldt ARC. 
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Once upon a time there was a lion so 
ferocious he ate a bull. He felt so great that 
he roared. A hunter heard him roar and shot 
him. MORAL: If you are full of bull, keep your 
mouth shut. Thanks LERC 
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20wpm (1C) 
1 3wpm (1B) 


GENERAL/TECH(3) 
ADVANCED(4A) 
EXTRA CLASS(4 


) 


SESSION TIMES 
Dec.6,85 Apr.11 Aug.8,86 6:00 PM ~- 6:45 PM 
Dec.6,85 Apr. 11 Aug.8,86 6:45 PM - 7:30 PM 
Dec.6,85 Apr. 11 Aug.8,86 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM 
Dec.7,85 Apr. 12 Aug.9,86 10:00 PM - 12:00 PM 
Dec.7,85 Apr.12 Aug. 9,86 12:00 PM - 2:00PM 


COLLEGE PARK HIGH SCHOOL (WING H #5,6) 
201 VIKING DRIVE 
PLEASANT HILL, CA 94583 


GUY CORYNEN WD6G 
2943 DOS RIOS DRIVE 
SAN RAMON, CA 94583 
(415)837-3080 


JAY CALDIS KT6Y 
(415)939- 1893 


*FCC FORM 610 (NEW VERSION) IS DUE AT 
CONTACTS ADDRESS AT LEAST 30 DAYS IN ADVANCE 
OF THE SESSION APPLIED FOR. 

*CLASSROOM DOORS WILL BE CLOSED EXACTLY AT 
START OF SESSIONS. NO LATE COMERS ADMITTED. 


OTHER REQUIREMENTS 

*VALID DRIVERS LICENSE, PASSPORT, OR BIRTH 
CERTIFICATE. 

*ORIGINAL AMATEUR LICENSE - NO COPIES. 
ORIGINAL CODE OR THEORY CREDIT CERTIFICATE 
(E.G. INTERIM FCC PERMIT) 


@ 
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ELECTRONICS FLEA MARKET 


(From a notice found at HRO) 


Come to-Foothill College, * BUYERS FREE $2! 
Saturdays 8 am - 2 pm -- Parking Lot ''C"' * Refreshments Served ! 
Sellers $5.00 per vehicle (2 spaces) 


tes Altes Hidtis, California 


* 


* Novice thru Extra Exams Given, 
Info. 408-255-9000 
Locator Map: Date/Sponsor 
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) ) Foothill's Amateur Radio Society 
\ \ : 

[Foothill ) \ 

be ecaiag : 

reer \ | 

. \ ! 
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El Monte Rd \ 

' 


Los Altos Hills, CA \ | Tle: UR rT 
Call anytime on 144.67/145.27 MHz * SPECS repeater 
| 

I went to one of these last year. 


They are well worth one's time. - John Keibel, WA6SWO 


